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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
Co,
GERALD C. MANN

eomay acngan. 1’\ }}JQ/ l_}}}f"

Honorable W. A, ¥orrison
Criminal District Attorney
_Cameron, Texas

]
"

Dear Sir: Voo

\
Opinion No. 0-1)55—-__ \L
Re: Whether attgrney employed under
Article 7335, R.C,S. b¥x a Commis-
sione court to col act\ taxes for
a pefcend therecf is matijled to a
P entagu apon indepe t school
st es collected by him.

We are in receipt of yo
in you request our opinion
tion:

letter of July 19, 1959, where-
response to the following ques-

/"Should the tax colldgtonr of a county, the
t qf which hak entered into a

contract sebond Tty the purpose of
collecting ddlinquent texes as provided by Art,
7335, R.S.N P to sa fadividual the per cent
specified 1 contyact upon taxes of indepen-

e tigézr

Q&:\ ontragt 1# question oontains the following provision:

"R Tst ‘Party agrees to employ and does hereby
emplby Second Party to enforce by suit or other-
wige, and to aid and aesist the loesl offiecers
in the enforcement of the collection of all
delinqusent State and County ad valorem taxes,
penalty and interest, and all delinquent taxes
penalty and interest {except taxes of independent
school districta and incorporasted citles end towns)
due any and all political subdivisions or defined
districts of sald County and State which the
County tax sollector receives and receipts for,

HO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AR A DEPARTMENTAL OFINION UNLESE AFPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY STNFBAT ne we-- -o-
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under the provisions of Articles 7254 and 7257,
R. 8. 1925. ..."

The contract in question was made between the Commission-
ers Court of l'ilam County and Hon. Emory B, Camp, under
authority of Articles 7335 and 7335a, Revised Civil Statutes.
It will be noted that Article 7335 provides only for the .
meking of such contrascts for the collection of delinquent
state and county taxes for a percent on the taxes, penalty
and intereast actually collected, and that no provision is
made in that Article for contracts for the collection of
texes for Independent echocl distriocts and incorporated
towns. On the other hand, provision is made by Artiele
7343, Revised Civil Statutes, for the employment of attore~
nazys to collect delinguent taxes for independent school
districts and cities and towna. Under that Article it is
provided that the governing body of a c¢ity or town may enm-
ploy some atiorney other than the county attorpney to file
sult for such taxes, and in the same Article 4t is provided
that the school board of independent school districts shall
attend to the employment of ettorneys to collect taxes due
independent school districts. Thus it appears that the
Commissioners Court would not have the authority to make
such a contract for the collection of delinguent taxes due
cities and towns and independent school distriets.

Porthermore, as shown from the quoted provision above,
the taxes of independent school districts and incorporated
cities and towns were specifically excepted from the ceontract
between ¥ilam County and Mr., Camp, Our answer to your
question, therefore, must be in the negative,

Ydurs very truly
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